
 

 

 

 

Ware sets out plans for a once-in-a-

generation debate on the town’s future 

Public consultation will shape the agenda for a referendum 

 

19 March 2020: 

Ware residents will be able to vote on the future of their town under new proposals being 

brought forward by community leaders. 

A steering group has laid the groundwork for a Neighbourhood Plan – a document that will 

be recognised in law as a local town planning charter, covering important issues like 

transport, the environment, heritage and the future of the High Street. 

The steering group, Ware’s Neighbourhood Plan Forum (NPF), which brings together the 

representatives of local community groups and town councillors, launched a website this 

week and has announced plans for a first round of public consultation. 

Beginning on Monday (23 March), every one of Ware’s 13,000+ households and businesses 

will receive a printed questionnaire canvassing their views on the issues the plan should 

address. Respondents can return their completed forms via collections boxes situated in 

prominent sites across town, including Asda, Tesco, Ware Library and The Priory. 

Alternatively, they can go online and fill out a digital version of the questionnaire. 

The results of this survey will set the terms of a more detailed consultation process and the 

production of a draft Plan. If approved by independent assessors, this document will then be 

put forward for approval at a town-wide referendum. 

Jan Stock, the Chief Executive of Wodson Park and a member of the steering group, 

emphasised that Ware’s Neighbourhood Plan will be about the future of the town within its 

present boundaries, not an excuse to rerun arguments about Ware 2 and development on 

the Green Belt. 

She said: “This is a hugely exciting opportunity for us to chart our future. We can set out the 

terms for development in the town itself – and with a Neighbourhood Plan in place, the 



 

 

people of Ware can influence adjacent planning decisions that might have significant 

implications for us all – for instance, where issues like air pollution, road safety or traffic 

congestion may be in play.” 

And she added: “We’re confident that the residents of Ware can rise to the challenge – and 

give this initiative its full support. We’ve seen plenty of evidence in the recent past that 

they’re prepared to fight for the issues that matter. This is a feisty, independent-minded 

town with a proud history.” 

 

Online questionnaire 

http://bit.ly/39NIG9N 

 

Notes 

1. Since April 2012, local communities have been able to produce Neighbourhood Plans for 

their local area, putting in place planning policies for the future growth of the 

neighbourhood. The plan can for instance control where new homes, shops and offices 

should be built, what those buildings should look like, and what infrastructure should be 

provided. 

2, All the policies in a Neighbourhood Plan must be consistent with the relevant Local Plan 

(in Ware’s case, the District Plan overseen by East Herts District Council). 

3. For further information on Neighbourhood Planning in general, see the guide published 

by Locality here. Also this GOV.UK hub offers a more in-depth summary of the legislative 

framework. 

 

http://bit.ly/39NIG9N
http://www.communityplanning.net/neighbourhoodplanning/pdfs/quick_guide.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2

